
If you travel in the United States, you do not need to get tested before or after travel or self-
quarantine after travel. You need to pay close attention to the situation at your international
destination before traveling outside the United States. 

You do NOT need to get tested before leaving the United States unless your destination
requires it. You still need to show a negative test result or documentation of recovery from
COVID-19 before boarding an international flight to the United States. You should still get
tested 3-5 days after international travel. You do NOT need to self-quarantine after arriving in
the United States.
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WHEN YOU’VE BEEN FULLY VACCINATED

Based on what we know about COVID-19 vaccines, people who have been fully vaccinated
can do things that they had stopped doing because of the pandemic. In general people are
considered fully vaccinated: 2 weeks after their second dose in a 2-dose series, such as the
Pfizer or Moderna vaccines, or 2 weeks after a single-dose vaccine, such as Johnson &
Johnson’s vaccine. These recommendations can help you make decisions about daily
activities after you are fully vaccinated. They are not intended for healthcare settings.

To reduce the risk of being infected with the Delta variant and possibly spreading it to
others, wear a mask indoors in public if you are in an area of substantial or high
transmission. You might choose to wear a mask regardless of the level of transmission if
you have a weakened immune system or if, because of your age or an underlying medical
condition, you are at increased risk for severe disease, or if a member of your household
has a weakened immune system, is at increased risk for severe disease, or is unvaccinated.

Updated Oct. 15, 2021

How to Protect Yourself and Others

What you can do if you’ve been fully vaccinated

Wearing a mask over your nose and mouth is required on planes, buses, trains, and other
forms of public transportation traveling into, within, or out of the United States and while
indoors at U.S. transportation hubs such as airports and stations. Travelers are not required
to wear a mask in outdoor areas of a conveyance (like on open deck areas of a ferry or the
uncovered top deck of a bus).

If you’ve had close contact with someone who has COVID-19, you should get tested 5-7 days
after your exposure, even if you don’t have symptoms. You should also wear a mask indoors
in public for 14 days following exposure or until your test result is negative. If you have
symptoms of COVID-19, you should get tested and stay home and away from others. If your
test result is positive, isolate at home...

You will still need to follow guidance at your workplace and local businesses.

You should still get tested if you’ve had close contact with someone
who has COVID-19 or if you have symptoms of COVID-19.

COVID-19 vaccines are effective at protecting you from getting sick. 

You can resume activities that you did prior to the pandemic

You can travel

CDC has been collaborating with global
public health and industry partners to
learn about Omicron… We don’t yet know
how easily it spreads, the severity of
illness it causes, or how well available
vaccines and medications work against it.

Spread – The Omicron variant likely will
spread more easily than the original SARS-
CoV-2 virus and how easily Omicron
spreads compared to Delta remains
unknown. CDC expects that anyone with
Omicron infection can spread the virus to
others, even if they are vaccinated or don’t
have symptoms.

Severe Illness – More data are needed to
know if Omicron infections, and especially
reinfections and breakthrough infections
in people who are fully vaccinated, cause
more severe illness or death than
infection with other variants.

Vaccines – Current vaccines are expected
to protect against severe illness,
hospitalizations, and deaths due to
infection with the Omicron variant.
However, breakthrough infections in
people who are fully vaccinated are likely
to occur. With other variants, like Delta,
vaccines have remained effective at
preventing severe illness, hospitalizations,
and death. The recent emergence of
Omicron further emphasizes the
importance of vaccination and boosters.

What We Know about Omicron
CDC, Updated Dec. 20, 2021

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/keythingstoknow.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-after-vaccination.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/keythingstoknow.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/effectiveness/why-measure-effectiveness/breakthrough-cases.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/keythingstoknow.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/keythingstoknow.html


Home to generations of University Park families and the 2021
champion Redbirds baseball team, Craig Park is undergoing
major renovations after many years of neglect. Mayor Joseph
Roudez thanked Venture One Real Estate’s Mark Goode for a
$300,000 renovation grant. Goode represented Amazon’s
Fulfillment Center in 2021 and the Steel & Wire Company
which is scheduled to break ground this spring in the village’s
industrial Park off I-57 and University Parkway. 

The mayor said he is taking a similar approach to funding the
reopening of the Hickok Aquatic Center. “My administration
believes in business and community working together. We have
set the goal of raising $1 million to get our community pool
operational for the kids as soon as possible and businesses in the
industrial park have been responsive,” said Roudez.

The mayor said that businesses receiving competitive economic
development incentives to locate in the village should give back
to the local children and community. “Amazon and Steel & Wire
are great companies and their support for local programs is
welcome,” said Roudez. 

Trustee Shirley Bolding said, “It’s great to see our parks given this
level of attention. I’ve always been an advocate for kids, parks and
recreational options for the community.” Trustee Janelle McFadden
agreed and expressed her gratitude for the generous grant. “It’s
wonderful to see the business community investing in our kids and
parks and it’s nice to see so many grants flowing to the village,”
said McFadden. 
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The grant has been allocated and Craig Park’s restoration has
already begun. The baseball field is renovated and has new dugouts.
The concession stand, pavilion, park equipment and basketball
courts were painted, repaired and cleaned up and the parking lot
resurfaced. The mayor said the tennis courts will be converted into
a skating park in the spring along with other improvements. 

The troubled 2008 Cityscape townhome development
on Burnham Avenue, just south of University Parkway,
was abandoned under the previous administration and
has been an eyesore to local residents. In 2021, Mayor
Joseph Roudez directed the village attorney to file suit
in the Circuit Court of Will County to condemn the
abandoned site so the village can proceed with
demolition of the four multi-unit structures that
makeup 72 residential units.

Roudez said, “I do know the property cannot stay the way it is. It’s an
environmental and public safety hazard. There’s illegal dumping going on,
and there are children living in the area. We aren’t going to wait for
someone to get hurt or dragged into one of those abandoned units before
we take action,” said Roudez. The mayor also expressed concern for the
local homeowners and residents on Fiesta Drive, Cordoba Court and the
adjacent condo, townhome and apartment subdivisions. Trustee Sonia
Jenkins agreed, “Imagine the residents who have had to look at that
eyesore since 2008. It’s not fair to them, and I support demolition in the
New Year.” The mayor expresses confidence that he and the village board
can work with residents to find a suitable use for the site “that’s a benefit
rather than a detriment to the village.”

Once the village controls the property, cleans it up and demolishes the
structures, the mayor said he intends to ask the village board to hold
public hearings with residents to determine the fate of the multi-acre site,
which includes sewers, streets, lights, curbs and general infrastructure
suitable to new development or even a future park.

CRAIG PARK RESTORATION
IN PROGRESS
Village recieves $300,000 grant

VILLAGE FILES SUIT TO
CONDEMN FAILED 2008
CITYSCAPE DEVELOPMENT
Mayor Roudez wants 72 boarded
up eyesores demolished in ‘22

A Message from the Mayor
Continued from Pg. 1

There’s more to do in ’22. I intend to ask the
village board to fund the cutting down of 125
dead trees on village parkways that have been
surveyed and identified for removal, and to
help fund the restoration of the Hickok Aquatic
Center which sustained approximately $1
million in water and structural damages under
the previous administration. I anticipate the
village board’s support on both these initiatives
for completion in 2022.

As always, I remain grateful to the village
manager, our department heads, village
employees, professional staff and my
colleagues on the village board who work hard
everyday to make our village cleaner, safer and
better each passing year. On behalf of all of us
who serve the residents of University Park, we
wish you a happy New Year, and I thank you for
the honor of allowing me to serve as mayor.

- Joseph E. Roudez III

With warmest regards, 
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Having cancelled last year’s season because of COVID-19, the University Park Lions
came roaring back in 2021 with a super bowl championship win. The Football and
Cheer Banquet was held on December 5, 2021, to celebrate these young athletes,
coaches, and volunteers who helped make the season a success. Mayor Joseph
Roudez expressed the community’s pride in their accomplishments.         

A BIG NIGHT FOR LIONS FOOTBALL
Local teens take home super bowl trophy

mentored generations of University Park
athletes and 2021 was no exception. The
season started July 1st with four weeks of
strength and conditioning camp.  With a
140 participants, ages four to fifteen, the
Junior varsity football team finished
undefeated and the varsity team won the
championship. 

Alumnus and head coach, Vernard Alsberry,
proclaimed the season as epic, stating, “I have
been coaching most of these young men since
they were five years old and this year all the
hard work paid off.” Alsberry said the 36
players on this year’s championship team also
received academic support, mentoring  and
school visits from coaches. 

Franklin also partnered with Project Launch
and the Chicago Research Triangle to provide
free mental health screenings for children in
the program, recognizing that the pandemic
has had an adverse effect on our youth. “We
use football and cheer as the vehicle to
address mental health issues in our
community this year, this proved to be a
valuable avenue to help families get additional
supports and services for their children,”
Franklin stated. 

The Lions recognized some of its notable
alumni that are in college on scholarships,
including Joshua Thomas playing football at
Georgetown University, Lauren Wells cheering
at Texas Southern, Juawan Treadwell at Liberty
University and Laquon Treadwell playing wide
receiver for the Jacksonville Jaguars. The
banquet concluded with the “Lion Legacy
Award” presented to the family of Coach
Milton Sivels, one of the former Lion coaches,
who recently passed away. 

Franklin agreed, “The program teaches our kids
that academics come first. We have a history of
providing tutoring, homework help and
mentoring as a part of our Lions 2 Leaders
initiative.” The cheer team too played an
important part in the program’s overall success.
Lady Lions Cheer Coordinator Tomice O’Brian
said, “The cheerleaders performances where
outstanding to say the least!" 

Head Coach Vernard Alsberry developing teamwork and a winning spirit in University Park’s
Super Bowl Champs.

Lady Lions Cheer Coordinator Tomice O’Brian and our winning
cheerleaders. 

Trustee and Lions President Donzell Franklin
and his wife Program Coordinator Bridgette
Simmons-Franklin, holding the team trophy.

Program Coordinator Bridgette Simmons-
Franklin stated, “It’s a very rewarding feeling
knowing we were able to provide our youth
with football and cheer. Continuing the legacy
of the Lions program is a responsibility that all
of us hold close to our hearts.” 

“The principles instilled in our 2021 super bowl champions will remain with
them well beyond the season and throughout their  lives. We as parents
will one day reflect on our children’s accomplishments with satisfaction
that this program mentored and produced outstanding athletes and the

next generation of leaders.”

- Mayor Joseph Roudez

Program president and alumnus, Donzell “Coach TuTu” Franklin, also serves as a
University Park trustee. Franklin said the 47-year old program has flourished and

The holidays can be stressful and sometimes people
need a little help. With the pandemic in its second year,
many find themselves more isolated than in years past.
Seniors, veterans and those with health conditions may
find it difficult to attend religious services, events or
even to shop for groceries or pick up medications.
Children too face uncertainties of school closures and
restricted time with classmates and friends.

MENTAL HEALTH MESSAGEMENTAL HEALTH MESSAGE  
On Suicide PreventionOn Suicide Prevention

Call the National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline at 1-
800-273- TALK (8255) or

by dialing 988

Open 24 hours a day, if you, your child, a friend, neighbor
or family member needs help. It’s 100% confidential, free
and might just save the life of someone you love. 

Respectfully,

Mayor Joseph E. Roudez
Village Manager
Ernestine Beck-Fulgham
Village Clerk Dee Jones 
Trustee Shirley Bolding

Trustee Theo Brooks
Trustee Donzell Franklin
Trustee Sonia Jenkins
Trustee Karen Lewis
Trustee Janelle McFadden

University Park’s Town Center Complex is 80% occupied with new businesses
opening, including the U Got Next Barbershop at 28 Towncenter Drive. The newly
remodeled barbershop hosts eight barber chairs and a friendly staff of experienced

Mayor Joseph Roudez expressed pride in the businesses
opening in the Town Center Complex. “These businesses
are here investing and supporting our community, and I
want to encourage residents to come out and support the
stores in the center.” 

Over the past two years, the village invested nearly $1
million rehabbing the interior units and restoring the
exterior of the village-owned property, including the
recently resurfaced parking lot and new façade on the

Manager Julian Hall at the
full service U Got Next
Barbershop in the Town
Center Complex

U GOT NEXT
Barbershop

professionals. Manager Julian Hall is a University Park
resident. Hall has been in business four months. Hall says
the residents appreciate their prices and quality
craftsmanship. “We’re patient and accommodating to
customers, kids, teens and parents who come in. We do a
great job and take pride in our work,” said Hall. 

front exterior of the entire complex building to be completed this spring. The Town
Center Complex won the coveted Governor’s Hometown Award for its restoration.
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TRUSTEES SONIA JENKINS
AND THEO BROOKS 

The Christmas spirit was alive and well brightening
the lives of University Park families on Christmas
Eve where trustees Sonia Jenkins and Theo Brooks
sponsored a holiday feast giveaway. From roasts,
hams, steaks, sweet potatoes, fresh vegetables and
greens to milk, eggs, breads and desserts of all
kinds – all was free and all were welcome on this
Christmas Eve according to Jenkins and Brooks.

The food giveaway was on Friday, December 24th,
from 3pm to 8pm at 90 Towncenter. The food was
delivered by the Family Feast Foundation and Hojo
Family Services both located on Chicago’s West Side.
Jenkins expressed her gratitude to the foundations

MANAGER’S MESSAGE
Happy Holidays from Village Manager
Ernestine Beck-Fulgham

- Ernestine Beck-Fulgham

Lending a helping hand to feed families on Christmas Eve

Jenkins thanked the many volunteers who came out on Christmas Eve, including former
Trustee Elizabeth “Liz” Williams and Village Clerk Dorothy “Dee” Jones. Jenkins said they
sent at least 50 families home with a Christmas feast and free toys for those who
“needed a few extra gifts from Santa.” Brooks said, “I was really happy to contribute and
help with food and toys. It’s just rewarding to help local families.” Brooks also thanked
the volunteers who helped make it a successful event. Jenkins said she was grateful to
Toys for Tots for the toys for local kids. “It felt good to see families happy, said Jenkins.” 

According to Mayor Roudez, residents
need to look at this as an investment in
our community and a way to protect
home values. “We’re resurfacing streets,
fixing sidewalks, rehabbing our parks,
and taking down boarded up homes and
eyesores like the abandoned Cityscape
townhome development. The more we
invest in cleaning up our town, the more
young families will consider moving
here and our property values will
continue to rise. We’re already seeing
University Park home prices moving
upward,” said Roudez. 

Trustee Theo Brooks said, “The tree
removal program is a step in the right
direction. It's only fair to homeowners to
have well-maintained streets and
parkways, and it's the village's duty to
residents to protect property values." The
program, along with the village’s street
resurfacing and cleanup efforts, will go a
long way toward stabilizing  property
values,” said Trustee Shirley Bolding.
Beck-Fulgham said she expects bids to be
available for review in this spring and
ready for village board consideration. 

Tree cutting program
Continued from Pg. 2

Trustee Sonia Jenkins helping local families.

for the quality meets and foods received from Walmart, Mariano’s, Target and Trader
Joe’s. Jenkins and Brooks paid from their own pockets for labor, fuel and transportation
costs to help local families in need because food pantries are closed through the New
Year. Director of Community Affairs Keely Childress was on hand representing Mayor
Joseph Roudez and the village board handing out free Christmas trees and helping with
the night’s events. 

Published by Newsmakers Inc, in conjunction with
the village of University Park.

I would like to wish all our village residents and employees a safe and healthy New Year. Despite the ongoing
pandemic and the many difficult challenges the village has faced in 2021, we look forward to the future for a
better 2022, particularly in the areas of improved village finances, economic development and grants. 

The village was $42 million in debt when the Roudez administration took office in 2019. Over the past two
years, we reduced debt by more than $14 million and improved our commercial revenues dramatically by
attracting new businesses. Amazon’s $150 million investment and Carvana’s $48 million investment together
will generate more than $4 million annually in commercial property taxes and sales taxes to the village
coffers. In 2022 we will break ground on the Steel and Wire Company in the village’s industrial park, the Quik
Trip Travel Station off I-57 on University Parkway and a new Dollar General on University Parkway east of
Western Avenue.

In addition to village manager, I also serve as the village’s tax increment financing (TIF) administrator. In this
capacity, I am pleased to report that one of our TIF districts (TIF Five) will expire in two years along with tax
breaks for businesses hosted in the district. What this means is that the village can expect to see an estimate
$4 million more in new annual commercial property tax revenues. 

With hundreds of millions in new commercial investment and millions in new revenues, our village’s
successes translate into real benefits to residents. These revenues pay for police officers, firefighters,
employees, and equipment. They pay for resurfaced streets, new sidewalks, improved parks and further
debt reduction. The more we generate from new business revenues, the less homeowners have to pay in
residential property taxes to support necessary village expenses.

Lastly, I would like to report that 2022 will see the more than $36 million in grant dollars captured being put
to use in the village. Metra’s $34.9 million expansion with new buildings, restaurants and services, Riegel
Farm’s $650,000 rehabilitation, Pine Lake Park’s $500,000 restoration as a nature preserve and Craig Park’s
$300,000 modernization are all on schedule for 2022!

In all these ways, the mayor, the village board and I look forward to serving the residents to the best of our
abilities. Happy New Year to all!

With sincerest regards,


